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the predominant partner in the Triple Alliance. That
evening the Emperor was dining on the Prince of Wales's
yacht, and the Queen sent across her secretary 3 Sir Henry
Ponsonby, who reported to the party what had happened
and showed him Lord Rosebery's decoded telegram.
The Emperor was in high spirits that night; these high
spirits were sometimes very embarrassing. He read the
telegram and, observing the grave faces round him, broke
out into hearty laughter. He slapped his uncle on the
back, and said he would soon be seeing active service in
India.

The party broke up after that, and the Emperor went
back to the Hohenzollern with Eulenburg. He began to
appreciate the seriousness of the situation, and at once
construed Lord Rosebery's desire to see the German
Ambassador into an invitation to Germany to associate
herself with England in a protest to France and, if neces-
sary, in action against her, and at last that bright dream of
his political ambition seemed likely to be fulfilled! But
instead of exultation it was panic that surged up within
him. That deep-rooted timidity, that conviction of inferi-
ority, which he so often strove to hearten with bombast and
bragging, asserted themselves and utterly overwhelmed
him. As if war was already declared between Germany
and England on the one side of France and Russia on the
other, he cowered before the frightful prospect, bewailing
himself that Germany would not be able to withstand
the combined Russian and French forces on land, and
that the English fleet, even if reinforced by his own, was
not equal to the fleets of the enemy. That was terribly
humiliating to him personally, for he had been very
eloquent lately on the magnificent growth of his young
navy. Eulenburg administered consolation: he told him